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SUBJECT: VIEWS OF DEFENSE MINISTER RUFFINI ON CURRENT DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL SITUATION 

REF: ROME 16486 

1 . IN THE COURSE OF A MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR GARDNER 
ON SEPTEMBER 4 REGARDING THE ITALIAN DEFENSE 
BUDGET (REFTEL), DEFENSE MINISTER RUFFINI BRIEFLY 
DISCUSSED THE CURRENT DOMESTIC POLITICAL SITUATION. 

RUFFINI SAID HE WAS ENCOURAGED BY THE CURRENT EVOLUTION 
OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY. THE PARTY WAS MOVING DECISIVELY 
IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. HE HOPED THE NEW COURSE WHICH 
PARTY SECRETARY CRAXI HAD INITIATED WOULD PROVE TO BE 
PERMANENT. RUFFINI ADDED THAT HE EXPECTED SOCIALISTS 

TO EMERGE FROM THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS AS THE LARGEST 
POLITICAL GROUP IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. THIS 
FACT WOULD ADD FURTHER LUSTER TO THE ITALIAN SOCIALIST 
PARTY'S IMAGE AT HOME, HE BELIEVES. 

2. RUFFINI SAID THAT HE DID NOT ANTICIPATE A NATIONAL 
ELECTION IN ITALY UNTIL AFTER THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS. 

HE HOPED THAT IN THE INTERVENING PERIOD CLEAR PROGRESS 
WOULD BE MADE IN DEALING WITH SOME OF THE COUNTRY'S 
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ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND THAT THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS WOULD 
AS A RESULT BE IN A STRONGER POSITION TO GO INTO A 
NATIONAL ELECTION. THE DEFENSE MINISTER FELT IT WAS 
POSSIBLE THAT THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS AND SOCIALISTS 
WOULD EMERGE FROM THE NEXT NATIONAL ELECTION WITH A 
ROUGH 60 PERCENT OF THE VOTE. HE THOUGH THAT SUCH A 
RESULT COULD GIVE THE SOCIALISTS SUFFICIENT CONFIDENCE 
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TO ENTER A COALITION WITH THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS. 

3. IN RUFFINI'S VIEW, THE COMMUNIST PARTY IS IN TROUBLE. 

AT THE GRASS ROOTS THERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF FERMENT AND 
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTY AND THE TRADE UNIONS ARE 
STRAINED. ASKED IF BERLINGUER IS UNDER PRESSURE TO ALTER 
THE PRESENT GOVERNING FORMULA, RUFFINI DOUBTED THAT THE 
COMMUNISTS INTEND TO CHANGE THE EXISTING ARRANGEMENT. 
THEY RECOGNIZE THAT IF THEY PUSH TOO HARD THEY COULD 
PROVOKE AN ELECTION, AN ELECTION IN WHICH THEY WOULD 
LOSE VOTES AS COMPARED WITH 1976. AS RUFFINI PUT IT, 

THE COMMUNITS WENT INTO THE 1976 ELECTION "WITH THE WIND 
BEHIND THEM; NOW THE WIND HAS DIED DOWN." NOR WOULD THE 
OTHER ALTERNATIVE-GOING INTO THE OPPOSITION-APPEAL TO 
THEM. THIS IS A DIFFICULT MOMENT FOR THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
IN TERMS OF PUBLIC SUPPORT, RUFFINI MAINTAINED, AND IT 
WOULD DO THE PARTY NO GOOD TO WITHDRAW FROM THE 
MAIORITY. IN ANY CASE, THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS WOULD 
NOT PERMIT THE COMMUNISTS IN THE GOVERNMENT UNDER ANY 
CIRCUMSTANCES; THEY WOULD "NOT GIVE THE COMMUNISTS ONE 
MILLIMETER MORE". HOLMES 
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